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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Potential New Brepols Series:
Navigating the Middle Ages: From Medieval to Neo.
Series Editors: Claire Kennan and Emma J. Wells

Title: Bringing ‘Sexy’ Back: The ‘Middle Ages’ as ‘Other’ in the Public & Popular Sphere.
Editor: Emma J. Wells

The Middle Ages—and indeed the ‘Gothic’ style particularly—have been used as a crutch upon which to portray the wider
historical period as a time of lawlessness, barbarianism and brutality, and therefore has been repeatedly appropriated and
repackaged as such in accordance with changing priorities into a ‘sexy’ topic to entice academic and popular culture objects of
critique alike. This has called for new avenues of enquiry into the ways we think about the medieval thus leading to its ‘neo”
reinvention.

How has the ‘medieval’ in the ‘neo’ become so alluring—and why? Most recently, the concept was meted out at the Met Gala
where stars donned attire inspired by the Catholic Church’s ‘Long Renaissance’ (500 to 1550), and the pointed contempt of
popstar Rihanna’s glittering papal mitre and chasuble so clearly assumed (and sexed up) the supreme mantle of an institution in
which women could not/still cannot hold office. The use of the medieval in this way has been widely discussed and is not
dissimilar to previous assertions towards the ‘West’ versus ‘East’. That is, the creation of an ‘other’ to contrast with one’s own
identity (such as the modern versus the medieval) in a way that is often also exoticizing. This volume seeks interdisciplinary
contributions on conceptions of ‘otherness’ in creating popular and/or seemingly ‘relatable’ approaches to the Middle Ages and
their launch into the popular ‘neo’ sphere. It is by reconciling these seemingly disparate forms that we can better understand
the continual, interconnected, and often politicised, reinvention of the Middle Ages throughout cultures and study.

Title: Decoding the Medieval: Teaching the Medieval in the Modern Age
Editor: Claire Kennan

This volume will explore the teaching of medieval studies in a variety of contexts, from formal learners in the academy to
informal learning in museums and at heritage sites and the democratisation of knowledge via the internet. It will address the
question of how the Middle Ages has been taught in the past (¢.1550 onwards including the legacy of the Renaissance,
Enlightenment and Victorian periods) and the emerging, digital-born pedagogical techniques of the twenty-first century.
Interrogating issues such as the problems faced in the classroom when navigating the medieval (including sources/resources,
interpretations and issues of perceived relevance), partnership-working with the creative industries and the rise in demand for
and the creation of digital content, this interdisciplinary volume will draw on current research, contemporary theory and
pedagogical discussions to reflect on past methods and suggest new directions for teaching the medieval. The volume will have
a broad appeal including academics engaged in medieval research, educational practitioners and researchers and those working
in the museum, heritage and digital sectors.

* Papers in the English language can be from any arts, humanities or social science discipline. Please submit abstracts of 300
words with your affiliation and brief bio by 15 August 2020 to Emma J. Wells (emma.wells@york.ac.uk) AND Claire Kennan
(c.m.kennan@reading.ac.uk).

The series is also open to new proposals for edited volumes and monographs. Please send the above information including the
suggested editors/author, chapter contents and suggested papers.





