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Past Presidents of the Royal Historical Society

Links to deceased presidents are to entries in the Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, which requires a login for remote access: either via a subscribing
institution or UK public library.

1872-1873

1873-1878

1878-1891

1891-1899

1899-1901

1901-1905

1905-1909

1909-1913

1913-1917

Dr George Grote

The Right Honourable Earl Russell, KG

The Right Honourable Lord Aberdare

The Right Honourable Sir Mountstuart E. Grant Duff

Dr A. W. Ward

Dr George W. Prothero

The Reverend Dr William Hunt

The Reverend Dr William Cunningham

Dr Charles Firth



https://www.oxforddnb.com/
https://www.oxforddnb.com/
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/11677
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/24325
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/3732
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/33518
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/36726
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/35623
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/34057
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/32669
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/33137

1917-1921

1921-1925

1925-1929

1929-1933

1933-1937

1937-1945

1945-1949

1949-1953

1953-1957

1957-1961

1961-1965

1965-1969

1969-1973

1973-1977

1977-1981

1981-1985

1985-1989

1989-1993

1993-1997

1977-2001

Professor Sir Charles Oman

The Honourable Dr H. W. Fortescue

Professor T. F. Tout

Sir Richard Lodge

Professor F. M. Powicke

Professor F. M. Stenton

Professor R. W. Seton-Watson

Professor T. F. T. Plucknett

Professor Hugh Bellot

Professor The Reverend David Knowles

Sir Goronwy Edwards

Professor R. A. Humphreys

Sir Richard Southern

Professor Sir Geoffrey Elton

Sir John Habakkuk

Professor Sir James Holt

Dr Gerald E. Aylmer

Professor F. Michael Thompson

Professor Sir Rees Davies

Professor Peter Marshall



https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/35312
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/33213
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/36539
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/34584
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/35596
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/36267
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/36024
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/35544
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/31322
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/31064
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/75440
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/54946
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/77391
https://doi.org/10.1093/odnb/9780198614128.013.108765
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/74953
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/95459
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/professor-peter-james-marshall

2001-2005 Professor Dame Janet Nelson

2005-2008 Professor Martin Daunton

2008-2012 Professor Colin Jones

2012-2016 Professor Peter Mandler

2016-2020 Professor Margot Finn

The 35th, and current, RHS President is Professor Emma Griffin who
took on the role in November 2020.



https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/professor-dame-janet-nelson
https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/people/martin-daunton
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/history/people/academic-staff/profiles/jonescolin.html
https://www.hist.cam.ac.uk/people/prof-peter-mandler
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/history/people/academic-staff/professor-margot-finn-fba
https://blog.royalhistsoc.org/2021/02/01/meet-the-rhs-president-professor-emma-griffin/

