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#RhodesMustFall in UCT and Oxford, 2015





Some ‘recent’ (1980s) roots of the decolonisation movement,   
and Afrocentricity as an example of understanding 

epistemicide 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVtR71DMpk0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVtR71DMpk0



Schools 





Bhambra, et al (2018; Tuck and Yang (2012) - and many others too

 Decolonising asks that we 
look at ontologies (belonging); 
epistemologies (knowing); 
methodologies (doing);

 Decolonisation resituates 
colonialism and empire as key 
shaping forces (of our world);

 Decolonisation, here, is not a 
metaphor for other university 
activities – diversity, etc. 
(Tuck & Yang, 2012): it has a  
context in real histories of 
resistance to colonisation and 
its undoing.





Decolonisation and the University …

1.  The university ‘project’ – is not 
separate from other 
imperialist projects;

2. Universities – historically and 
maybe still - where 
colonialism and colonial 
knowledge is created, 
‘institutionalised’ and 
spread;

3. Discussion point/health 
warning: Is decolonising 
becoming the new black 
for some academics? [Sista 
Resista, 2018]









Student voice (at UCL): 
http://www.dtmh.ucl.ac.uk/videos/curriculu

m-white/

http://www.dtmh.ucl.ac.uk/videos/curriculum-white/




Selected findings and debating points

 Discrimination in staffing: under 
representation, bias, harassment

 Enhancement of training

 Improved data collection

 Increased understanding and use of 
positive action

 Curriculum and research

 Widen taught history curriculum 

The RHS ‘Race Report’, 
October 2018





SNAPSHOT IN 2013: PERCENTAGE OF HISTORY RESEARCHED IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
COMPARED WITH WORLD POPULATION.  MAP FROM

‘IT'S A SMALL WORLD AFTER ALL: THE WIDER WORLD IN HISTORIANS' PERIPHERAL VISION, PERSPECTIVES ON HISTORY’, THE 
MAGAZINE OF THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Luke Clossey and Nicholas Guyatt, May 1, 2013





Examples of Local Practice at UH, by colleagues 
past and present:

 NOT more of the same re-badged: Britain in 
Africa

 In 2017, Adam Crymble’s students worked 
together to identify 517 trial accounts out of 
100,000+ which contained references to people 
of African descent.

 Theo Gilbert: Compassion Focused Pedagogy.
 Chris Lloyd: a myriad of changes, including 

select bibliographies for students.





Some Discussion/Take-Away Questions

 Consider: to what extent is decolonising the curriculum, with its links to equity 
and social justice, more than just a set of pedagogic ideas, but a movement 
which educators are/should be/might be  morally obliged to embrace.

 Teaching and Learning: taking theory into practice locally – what are the best 
ways and places to start in your own practice?

 Departmental/institutional/student discussions: what strategies can be used to 
develop a shared understanding of people’s views (through what might be, for 
some, uncomfortable conversations)?   



Some introductory reading on decolonising the curriculum

 ‘Decolonising the Curriculum: stimulating debate’, in the Council on Higher 
Education publication Briefly Speaking (Number 3, November 2017).  Available 
at: 
https://www.che.ac.za/sites/default/files/publications/BrieflySpeaking%20(3
)%20Curriculum%20decolonisation.pdf

 ‘Dismantling the Master’s House’, UCL website incorporating the student voice, 
with useful sections such as ‘why isn’t my professor black?’ and ‘why is my 
curriculum white’.  Available at: http://www.dtmh.ucl.ac.uk/

 Le Grange, L. (2016) ‘Decolonising the university curriculum’ Research Gate: 
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lesley_Le_Grange/publication/305681
665_Decolonising_the_university_curriculum/links/5799045608ae33e89fb0c16b
/Decolonising-the-university-curriculum.pdf?origin=publication_detail

 ‘Race, Ethnicity & Equality in UK History: a report and resource for change’, 
Royal Historical Society, London (October 2018).  Available at: 
https://5hm1h4aktue2uejbs1hsqt31-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/RHS_race_report_EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf The 
final sections, pp. 73 onwards, include recommendations for change are 
particularly useful for stimulating debate across all disciplines.

 Shay, S. (2016) ‘Decolonising the curriculum: it’s time for a strategy’, The 
Conversation.  Available at: http://theconversation.com/decolonising-the-
curriculum-its-time-for-a-strategy-60598
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